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of Chemical Literature, Leningrad -Mo a cow, in 1951- 

2. The author has published » large ^°s^itt journals' 7 

over the met 30 years. Most °*I~d and Swiss Journals. 

a leading Soviet authority on complex inorganic 

compounda . 
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tetraacetic acid (EDTA) . Grinherg«s hook is a reviaio^ (3o ^_ et) 

volume, published in 19^5, and purp - i • r ^v^ity courses 
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the field of complex compounda. 

b. The plan of the book is similar ^ *19^2** Pfeiffer^however, 

In Freudenberg, "Stereochemie , Volume III, 9- x Gvinberg devotes 

keeps within the province of classical ° f valence as 

considerable space to a *»«**;“ ‘ ^ereSing °o note (page 240) 
applied to complex compounds. X t n f "resonance" in 

a sharp polemic in which 1 he attacks the ^o i£ , P concurring ^th a group 
chemical strucoure theory. In condemned this concept as 
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ordinarily treated in discussions of complex formation. It does seem 
logical, however, to Include these phenomena as further illustrations 
of the effect of secondary valence. 

r » The first chapter illustrates the classical chemical methods for 

determining the constitution of complex compounds. Physical- chemical 
methods, applicable to compounds in solution or the crystalline state 
are then briefly described. These include: cryoscopic and ebullioocopic 
methods, electrolytic conductivity, coagulating power on colloidal sols, 
acid-base and oxidation- reduction potentiometry, polarography and 
spectrophotometry. 

6. The various classes of coordination or complex compounds are systematically 
described together with a new system of nomenclature which gives both 
constitution and- spatial configuration. The author then discusses the 
subject theoretically and finally attempts to unify the ideas of complex 
formation. No attempt is made to discuss practical fields of application. 
In this respect the hook follows the typical European pattern. By 
contrast, in the booh, "Chemistry of the Metal Chelate Compounds" , 

the role of complex compounds in water treatment, catalysis, separation 
of radioclementB, treatment of metal poisoning, etc, are discussed. 

7. Grinberg*6 book gives a large number of references to work of ehemirts 
and' physicists throughout the world. There seems to be no conspicuous 
bios toward Soviet work. Included, for example, is a reference to 
8eaborg> Kati and Manning, “The Transuranium Elements" . This appears ' 
in a : chapter on the periodic system and is included for the sake of 
completeness and bringing the subject matter up to date. 
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